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Dear Mark and Paul, 

‘Whoa! Stop! Wait a minute! Hold on! Suddenly 
D.P7 has become D.P.27! Ya got too many of 
those darned paranormals around and the 
‘group split up besides, there isn't enough room 
forall of them. 

First we have the separation, which results in 
issues like #22, in which half of the main 
characters don't appear, and issues like #23, 
where a third of the book was devoted to each 
“group” (Randy, Dave, and Jeff were one, 
Lenore and Charly are another, Stephanie and 
‘Scuzz are the third). Even with 28 pages, you 
don't have enough room for it all. Its even worse 
with the addition of umpteen paranormals at 
Fort Benning, and the DDTeens, and Mutator 
‘and Sponge and Jennifer Swensen, . .the list 
‘goes on and on. You have so many paranormals, 
they're beginning to spill into the other New 
Universe books. 

‘So what can you do about it? Well, you could 
drop a storyline to give more room to the others 
(No no no no, | like everything you've done, | 
don't want less story, | want more). Or you could 
go bi-weekly (all my friends who collect comics 
agree that D.P7 is the most popular New U 
magazine). Or, you could create a New U comic 
that focuses on some of the minor characters, 
such as the DDTeens. (I like this one best. 
C'mon, I've heard other votes for the DDTeens). 
The final option would be to continue on the 
same path as you have been. Ho hum, 

‘Don't get me wrong, | love D.P. Ii just ike to 
‘s0¢ a little more of i, is all 


‘Aaron Curtis 
12750 Hwy 234 
Gold Hill, OR 97525 


We've been hard at work getting our 
back together and the team down 
manageable number, and this issue we think 
we've done it. So what do you think of our 
current cast, Aaron? 


Dear D.P7, 

{have been a loyal reader of D.P7 since issue 
#1. Itis one of the best comic books | have ever 
read. | wish that all of the original seven would 
come back together and form a fighting force. | 
wouldn't mind if the Mutator tagged along but | 
think you should get rid of the Sponge girl If you 
cant get rid of her, try to develop her power a 
little more. Right now all she can do Is absorb 
water and turn fat. 

‘Something must happen now that Dave went 
against authority and struck Bloodhound. | hope 
Lenore's business proposition is to form the 
‘original group, go try and help'Jenny Swensen, 
then leave the Army, | hope itis not to go join her 
in the Army. 

{really want to see one of the paranormals in 
.P7 have a baby mutant. Even though Duck 
had a baby with Ken in STARBRAND I want to 
see a baby in D.P7. 

My last question is where are the ESPeople? ! 
would love to see a new edition to the New 
Universe comic books. | think the ESPeople are 
very interesting and there could be a lot written 
about them. | will even settle for some kind of 
mini-series. 2 

Well, until Mastodon buys a hair piece, Make 
Mine D.P.7! 


Anthony Kyriakakis 
185 Main Ave. 
Bricktown, NJ 08724 


‘The ESPeople were featured in issue #25, 
Anthony. We're still waiting for the verdict on 
that. Another Sponge-hater, hun? Well, have 
we a letter for you! 
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Dear Displaced-Paranormal Team, 

{really enjoy my monthly fix of your D.P7 title, 
Ive been collecting it since its debut issue two 
years ago and it quickly became my personal 
favorite New U title, and ranks up there with 
X-Men, X-Factor, and Iron Man in overall Marvel 
favorite. 

‘What are the chances on keeping the relatively 
new character Merriam “Sponge” Sorenson in 
the team? Since her introduction, she's gone 
from being javestruck with Dave, to frightened 
silly at the Pit, to being trained as a special CIA 
agent. At first her power seemed to be ridiculous 
but when you think about it, the ability to absorb 
moisture can be an extremely practical 
paranormality. If she were bound by leather 
straps, she could absorb enough moisture to 
bust out of them, She could be a character with 
great longevity as her cells will always have 
‘enough moisture in them and therefore she will 
remain youthful for a very long time. She is @ 
very workable character. 

‘Again, | would really like 10 see more of 
‘Sponge in the future. How about an origin issue 
inan annual? 


Dear Sirs, 

PARANORMALITY AS WISH FULFILLMENT: 
THE PINOCCHIO SYNDROME. 

Having been a reader of your New Universe 
titles since the outset, ! feel that | have spotted 
certain developments in the four remaining titles 
which, in the light of past events, suggest that 
the nature of paranormality in any given 
individual is |, at least in part, by the 
subconscious will of that individual. Certainly 
‘several of the known paranormals inhabiting the 
New Universe have personality traits which have 
some possible bearing on their powers and, 
‘occasionally, in the manner in which they are 
manifested, 

‘This is not a theory entirely new in the fterature, 
| admit; you have, indeed, made use of it your- 
selves (qv WHAT iF? #6, ‘What If the Fantastic 
Four Had Different Super-Powers?"), and it was 
also alluded to in some stories in the excellent 
WILD CARD anthologies edited by George Martin 
(which | would heartily recommend to anyone 
Who has missed them). The WHAT IF? story 
‘mentioned, for instance, suggested that Johnny 
Storm became the Human Torch because of his 
‘quickfire temiper and his admiration of the original 
Human Torch of the 1940's, and that in this 
particular alternate reality, his fascination with 
machines turned him into a living robot styled 
the “Mandroid.” Its this idea—which | call the 
Pinocchio Syndrome after the wooden puppet 
who wanted 30 much to be real boy—that | see 
developing. 

The single incident which crystallized the idea 
in my mind was the result of Jenny Swensen's 
‘exposure to “Pitt juice” during the events of THE 
PITT, the transformation of her skin into a form of 
living metal. Jenny herself equated this with her 
earlier career within the “Spitfire” armor her father 
created, My contention is that the traumatic events 
of the Pitisburgh incident, and her giving up the 
armor, and her sense of betrayal at having some- 
how perverted the intent of her father in designing 
the armor—something brought out in several 
issues of SPITFIRE AND THE TROUBLESHOOT 
ERS— interacted with the energy of the Black 
Event to make her newly manifesting 
paramormality what itis. However, she does not 
appear to be the only one to so influence her 
paranormality. 


Several members of the core D.P7 group 
could legitimately be said to have created their 
power, or in some cases brought it upon them- 
selves. Dave Landers’ long-standing sense of 
personal inadequacy may have caused him to 
become a paranormal whom no one could 
ignore because of his sheer physical presence; 
‘and Stephanie Harrington's healing powers may 
be an outgrowth of a mother's instinct to guard 
hher children and protect them from injury or 
harm. Lenore Fenz!'s parabilities are, | suspect, 
linked to her feelings of regret over her lack of 
romantic involvement in her youth, and the fear 
that "(she is) destined to go to (her) grave with- 
out ever knowing a man's loving embrace" (to 
quote Lenore from issue #15). In an aside, 
I might add that we may be misunderstanding 
the essential nature of Lenore’s power—that it 
is actually the rejuvenating effect of her power 
which is the real parability, and the tranquilizing 
effect it produces merely incidental thereto. 
Possibly even George “Mutator” Mullaney is a 
vietim of his power; in George's past appear- 
lances, he came across as a fellow who seeks 
the approval and interest of his peers, and who 
is anxious to fit in with the set he is mixing with. 
His ability to change appearance every other 
day may be a (thus far unsuccessful) attempt to 

that end. 

Thave addressed my interest primarily to the 
D.P7, as it was this book which introduced the 
concept of paranormality to the New Universe; 
however, there is evidence of the Pinocchio 
‘Syndrome to be found in other prominent charac- 
ters in these books. The standout example is, of 
course, Keith Remsen; the good Dr. Ballad may 
well have been more perceptive than he realized 
when he suspected Keith’s early dreams. as 
wish—futfllment, the continuation of his par- 
ents’ work, way back in NIGHTMASK #1. And 
there are ‘others; the constant feeling of in- 
adequacy instilled in Thomas Boyd by his 
parents’ lauding of his brother's achievements is 
now compensated for by his power to absorb 
the talents of others in order to make himself 
“the best he can be.” Jack Magniconte's “edge” 
‘may have arisen out of the knowledge that a pro 
footballer’s career is short—! believe a recent 
study placed the average career of a NFL player 
at five years—and subject to sudden and brutal 
termination; certainly the intention of Jack’s 
brother's experiment in KICKERS, INC. #1 was 
along this line of thought. It was John Tensen's 
dedication to the concept of balance inherent in 
justice that gave him the balance between 
offensive and defensive forces he now posesses. 
(| would like to add here that | think making 
Tensen’s daughter another paranormal is & 
mistake; it implies a génetic predisposition 
towards paranormality, and itis the essentially 
random nature of paranormality that separates 
the paranormals from the Mutants. | find the 
whole idea X-asperating.) And even a fringe 
character like Gatto di Sangue has had her exist- 
ing predilections—in her case, the gymnastic 
‘skill which took her to the Olympics —amplified 
by the onset of paranormality, 

| freely admit that not every paranormal offers 
such clear evidence of the Pinocchio Syndrome 
‘at work, although this may only be because we 
know too little about them to make such 
inferences (and one shudders to think how 
Sergeant Haldeman's mind created his 
“Weltschmerz” power if the Syndrome created 
the conditions for its emergence). Possibly | am 
reading things into these stories which aren't 
there; but | feel it is still an intriguing theory. 
Jiminy Cricket said that “when you wish upon a 
Star, your dreams come true;” when it comes to 
the Pinocchio Syndrome, that is perhaps too 
simplistic a view. 


Michael S. Oliver 
3 Thomas Ct. 
Darlington, Co Durham 
England 


‘Thanks for sharing your theory with us, 
Michael. Well, readers, what do you think? 


